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fused to the point that they no longer have a central purpose. In effect,
we have a cafeteria-style curriculum in which the appetizers and des-
serts can easily be mistaken for the main courses" (Gardner et al.,
1983:18).

Low Expectations of Students

The reports on U.S. school systems show that our nation's schools
and colleges are not demanding enough of students, "Homework for
high school seniors has decreased (two-thirds report less than 1 hour a
night) and grades have risen, yet average student achievement has
declined. In 13 States, students are given freedom to choose half or
more of the units required for high school graduation. Given such
freedom to choose the substance of their education, many students
select less demanding personal service courses, such as bachelor liv-
ing" (Gardner etal., 1983:19-20).

Under such conditions, College Board achievement scores in aca-
demic areas such as English and physics have declined in recent years.
Nearly 40 percent of 17-year-olds cannot draw inferences from written
material, only one-fifth can write a persuasive essay, and only one-third
can solve a mathematics problem requiring several steps. Science
achievement scores of U.S. 17-year-olds as measured by national
assessments of science in 1969, 1973, and 1977 have declined steadily
(Gardner etal., 1983).

The pattern of courses that high school students take and their low
achievement are greatly influenced by college and university admis-
sions requirements. Whatever the causes (e.g., the growing intensity of
competition for a declining pool of students or other influences), these
requirements in many cases are so low that students are not prepared
for college work: One-quarter of the mathematics courses in collegiate
institutions are remedial (Gardner et al., 1983:8). Nor are many high
school graduates prepared for an occupation. Business and military
leaders complain that without remedial work in reading, writing, spell-
ing, and computation, many high school graduates cannot even begin
the sophisticated training they need for their work.

Lack of Student Interest in Science and Mathematics

The list of reasons why so many students fail to master the skills they
need for the study of science, mathematics, and other academic sub-
jects grows with each analysis. The causes include lack of discipline in
the classroom, overemphasis on socialization, automatic grade promo-